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INTRODUCTION Wednesday, March 1, 2023

I have great pleasure in presenting before you the Annual Report of the University of Kerala for the year 2022. The
report highlights the major activities and achievements of the University in this year. The Annual Report is a
document for deep introspection into what we have done and a solid referral point on to our future plans. It is with
great pride that I would like to present the historic achievement of the University in terms of NAAC reaccreditation.
University of Kerala was accredited with  A++ Grade with a Grade score of 3.67 in June 2022, which brings it at par
with the top rated universities of the country. Another glaring achievement in 2022 was our NIRF ranking, we were
ranked 40 among Universities in India. The teamwork of our faculty,staff, students and other stakeholders deserves
special mention and appreciation.

The year 2022 was marked by several initiatives in academics, administration, governance and leadership. As far as
research is concerned, the University initiated the innovative Thanu Padmanabhan Centre for Excellence in
Astronomy and Astrophysics along with another major project Translational Research and Innovation Centre.
Establishment of a Separate Research Directorate and providing incentives for research publications were other
activities initiated. During the year, the University could attain two Patents, which is an achievement, as far as
Intellectual Property is concerned.

Annual Inter Disciplinary Academic Meets, Interaction with Eminent Scholars, workshops and training session’s
along with academic summits were events that added strength to academics, through the support services of
IQAC. University of Kerala has initiated extensive measures to revise it curriculum from the next academic year for
which workshops have been initiated.   The video repository of the University – K U Padasala reached the landmark
of 1000 videos in the year 2022. The Consultancy Cell and Placement Cell are working towards its cherished goals
in terms of support for research and students’ placement. The Centre for Global Academics could attract students
from abroad under the ICCR framework.

Enhanced modern facilities like Integrated Library Network system, digital resources, access for the differently-
abled through e-resources, are worth mentioning. NCERT had identified University of Kerala for its first National
Curriculum Framework, Academic Seminar on NEP 2020. University of Kerala could successfully initiate the Anti-
Drug Campaign, in association with the Government of Kerala.

As far as Infrastructure is concerned, construction activities for Hostels and Academic Blocks were initiated and
others are in progress under the KIIFB project of Government of Kerala. Extensive Laboratory support facilities
extended through CLIF with modern equipment and Seminar hosting infra-structure, stood out as a blessing for
academicians and researchers. Improvised Canteens and food services, campus beautification and on campus
commutation services for students through buggies were all taken up during the year.  Extensive Training programmes
were initiated for all the administrative staff, with a reformulated curriculum and plan of action.

University has undertaken various cultural and literary activities for faculty, staff and students, which includes
Youth Festivals, Cultural Festivals as well as Painting exhibitions etc. The University was host for All India Inter
University Taekwondo Men’s Championship 2021-22. The Harithalayam project on agro sustainability and Karshika
Fellowship Scheme were environment friendly livelihood measures initiated.

I recall with gratitude the academic interventions of our Teaching Departments in terms of hosting
seminars,workshops and training programmes, as well as the social intervention services rendered. The UGC-
HRDC of the University was ranked among the best in the country in 2022. The University could achieve remarkable
progress in new Startups under Kerala University Business Innovation and Incubation centre. The IQAC support
for accreditation of colleges and linkage with NAAC initiatives was well appreciated during the year. I take this
opportunity to place on record my sincere gratitude to all members of the Syndicate, Senate, all the Academic
bodies, Faculty and Staff of University of Kerala for the whole hearted cooperation and support extended to me
through the year.

I wish to offer all good wishes to those employees and teachers who have retired from University service during
2022. I also wish to offer my rich tributes and homage to all those employees who passed away while in service
during this period. I remember with gratitude the timely advice and help given to me by the Hon’ble Chancellor and
the Government of Kerala in the administration and management of this great Institution.

I wish the year 2023 would bring further glory to University of Kerala and keep our students enriched and empowered
to pursue their dream career with peace and prosperity.

Prof. (Dr.) Mohanan Kunnummal
VICE CHANCELLOR



OUR VISION

 To have institutional autonomy and academic freedom

 To have strong but impartial public governance

 To be campus rooted but internationally oriented

 To be knowledge based and student centred

 To be research driven and learning focused

 To be quality and cost conscious but socially responsible

 To be technologically sophisticated but community dependent

 To be professionally attuned but humanly sensitive and above all ? To be publicly accountable and socially
committed

OUR MISSION

 To emerge as a centre of academic excellence through holistic education and development of right skills

 To be recognized as the hub of original research and innovative thinking that caters to the needs of the
Industry and Policy Makers

 To strengthen the Consultancy services of the University through a full-fledged University-Industry tie-up
and thereby tap resources of the Industry for its teaching, research and extension services

 To actively respond to the momentous issues of our society and socio-political environment of the world

 To transform our traditional University into a University of global standard that makes significant contribution
at the international level

 To ensure that Departments and centres in the University have autonomy within the frame work of the
established system and facilitate the same choice to the affiliated colleges.

 To produce young entrepreneurs who can provide job opportunities rather than be job seekers ? To be
known across the globe for the diversity of its teachers and students, and the quality and employability of
its graduates, in diverse fields

 To produce internationally known leaders, scholars/scientists and sports persons
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University of Kerala

A Profile

Introduction

One of the first 16 Universities in India, the University of Kerala was founded as the University of Travancore in
the erstwhile princely state of Travancore in 1937. Since then, the University of Kerala has transformed itself in
many ways.. The objective of the University was to effect re-organization of the system of education in the state so
as to develop technical, technological education and research in applied science, in addition to promoting
Kerala Art and Culture. The Logo of the University depicts a lotus with a conch shell (a symbol of erstwhile state
of Travancore) and a traditional book stand with palm leaf manuscript on it, symbolizing scholarship. The motto
of the University was drawn from Hitopadesha and reads “Karmani Vyajyathe Prajna” which roughly translates
to “Wisdom manifests in action”.

In 1956, the unified state of Kerala came into being. The Kerala University Act was brought into force in 1957
and the University of Travancore was renamed University of Kerala with jurisdiction all over the state of Kerala.
The 1957 Act conferred a large measure of autonomy to the University and made its administrative bodies more
broad-based. University of Kerala is today known as the “Mother University” of the state, as almost all the other
Universities in the state were created by either bifurcating it or re-affiliating its affiliated colleges. These
developments have shrunk the jurisdiction of the University of Kerala to Thiruvananthapuram, Kollam, Alappuzha
districts and some parts of Pathanamthitta district.

Teaching and Research

The University of Kerala has 43 departments of teaching and research organized as eleven Schools, with one
separate School for Distance Education. Teaching, research and knowledge extension are the mandates of the
departments. They primarily focus on Post-graduate (Masters) programmes, and Doctoral (Ph.D) programmes
and Post-Doctoral programmes. Affiliated colleges run large number of bachelor’s programmes and lesser number
of Masters and Doctoral programmes. University’s research activities are also going on in selected affiliated
colleges and other recognized research centers. The total number of full-time students in the University departments
is above 2000, including research students.

Campuses

University of Kerala has two major campuses, the largest being the Kariavattom Campus, 16 km from the city
Centre. The Palayam/Senate Hall Campus is right in the middle of the city. The Music and Education Departments,
the University Stadium, the Student Centre, International Youth hostel, are located in the city, all quite close to
the Palayam Campus. The Palayam Campus (housing the heritage building of the Travancore University) has
mainly the administrative office of the University, including the Vice- Chancellor’s and Registrar’s office. The
majestic Senate Hall with a seating capacity of 1352 seats in ground floor and 300 seats in balcony is housed in
the middle of the campus. In addition to the office of the Controller of Examinations and Computer Centre, the
Palayam Campus also houses the Departments of English, German & Russian, and the K R Narayanan Student
Amenities Centre.

Thirty seven departments are situated in the Kariavattom Campus. This sprawling green campus (359 acres) is
close to Kazhakuttom, on the National Highway 66, towards north. The famous Trivandrum Techno park is
adjacent to the University Campus.

Student Empowerment

The University of Kerala is well known for empowering its students. The University Union is an active presence
in the campus. The University Unions, Department’s Union, Researcher’s Union, are all forums that were established



through democratic processes.. Elected student representatives  have membership in supreme bodies of the
University such as Senate, Academic Council and also the Syndicate, the executive committee of the University
(Student representation in Syndicate was given for the first time in India, by University of Kerala, in 1977). The
Co-ordinator of the National Service Scheme (NSS) Programme and the Director of the Student Services organize
youth welfare activities with the active co-operation of the Unions. NSS  activities include: leadership training
camps, labour and social work projects,, Inter-Collegiate youth festival, Inter-University youth festival and
University youth festival. The University policies are aimed at student welfare and empowerment in every field.
The graduate attributes envisaged by University of Kerala is well articulated.  A vibrant Placement,  Startup Eco
System  through Kerala University Business Incubation and Innovation Center KUBIIC. Career Guidance  and
Employment Bureau  and a Finishing School are all student support mechanisms actively functioning in the
campus. Foreign Students do receive support from the Centre for Global Academics .

Major Achievements

Scintillating academic performance as evinced by:

 NAAC  A ‘++’ grade in 2022 with a grade point of 3.67

 First Chancellor’s Award for Best University (2015)

 Times Ranking, 2019 (World-1001+, Asia-301~350)

 QS Ranking, 2020 (Asia 351~400, India-49)

 NIRF – Consistently ranked  among First 40 universities in   India  in the last 5 years (40th position in 2022)

 Outlook magazine Survey- 18th in India

Institutions

The Oriental Manuscripts Library:  The Oriental Manuscript Library established in  1946,  is  a treasure trove
of Indian  culture.  The  library  has over 65,000 works in 30,000 copies mainly of palm leaf manuscripts, in
addition to paper manuscripts, copper plates, birch bark and textiles. The manuscript collection also includes
those belonging to Burma, Malaysia, Indonesia, Nepal etc. This can be rated as one of the “must see” libraries
of the world.

Kerala University Library System:  The University library system has over 8 lakhs books. The University has a
Central Library (Kerala University Library-KUL) near its city campus and caters to the knowledge quest of all
students, staff and public. In addition to KUL (3,30,000 books) Kariavattom campus has a Campus Library.
Department libraries (above 5,00,000 books) and College libraries (each with 20,000 – 1,00,000 books) provide
information service to students. It has rare books and bibliographies in its collection.

The University Computer Centre:  The University Computer Centre has a history of over half a century (dating
back to the use of a Czech made electro- mechanical computer “Arithma” in 1950s and Core-Memory based
IBM-1920 computer IBMs and Indian made TDC 316 in 1970s) and, today spearheads the University’s e-
Governance initiatives. Computing support for research is no longer centralized, thanks to the advent of affordable
desk-top computing power. The University’s main campus in Kariavattom is firmly connected to the cyber highway
with broad-band connection flowing into over 2000 computers. The entire campus network is being upgraded to
10 GBPS optical fibre connection. State of the art digital studio is coming up in the campus for recording/
developing video lectures, with sound proof lecture hall, video editing, speech to text conversion etc.

The University web site has also evolved since 2000 to become an indispensable cyber forum that connects the
university community and serves information to all stake holders. The web site offers on-line admission portal,
on-line payment system and Ph.D portal and is one of the most visited sites of the state, in public domain.
University also has an official email system.

The University also judiciously uses technology in many ways to serve academics & governance including
systems such as 24 hour digital camera surveillance, over 100 digital security features in Hologram affixed
degree certificates, digitization of archival records, online admission for both University Teaching Departments
and affiliated colleges, online grievance redressal system etc.



The University issues degree certificates with Hologram with over 112 security features.

Department of Physical Education: The Department of Physical Education of the University came into existence
in 1939. The Kerala University Stadium along with G. V. Raja Pavilion is the iconic land mark in
Thiruvananthapuram city skyline. Characteristic of antiquity, notably the arch roof of pavilion, the stadium had
a large flora around giving greenery and shades. It has a seating capacity of 10,000.

The stadium meets latest technological requirements like sharing in for various media platforms and TSR equipments
(Time, Scoring, Results). The floodlights have 900 to 1200 lumax capacity. The stadium has 400 meters international
standard synthetic track with 8 lanes running track and facility for field events. Apart from this, following facilities
are available in the stadium premises. (i) Standard Football Field (ii) Basketball Court (iii) Volleyball Court (iv)
Handball Court (v) Kabaddi/Kho-Kho Court (vi) Modernized Fitness Centre (vii) Weight Training Hall. The Stadium
was the main venue for the   Athletic   Competitions for   1987   and   2014   National   Games   competitions. In addition
to the stadium, multipurpose indoor facility for Basketball and Badminton is available. 200 meters track, two shuttle
courts and one Volleyball Court are available in Kariavattom Campus. As an incentive to promote sports, University
accord merits scholarships for outstanding sportsmen based on their achievements. University also provides
grace marks to sports persons. Admissions are reserved for sports person in all programmes of the University.
University conducted 33 Inter Collegiate tournaments in various disciplines and University team participated in All
India Inter University Tournaments for the above disciplines. Summer Coaching Camps are conducted for school
students in various sports events recognizing that they are the feeder line of University Sports. An International
stadium (Greenfield stadium) is housed in the Kariavattom campus since 2015.

The Department of Publications:  The Department of Publications is one of the oldest  departments  of the
University, has brought out several noteworthy publications  including  Saraswathi Kantabharanam, a treatise on
Sanskrit Grammar, the five volumes of Kerala Sahitya Charithram by Mahakavi Ulloor S. Parameswara Ayyar and
Sahithya Nayakanmar (Men of Letters) Series, Chitra Ramayana, based on palm-leaf manuscripts. The University
has also published the first ever complete English and Malayalam translation of Hortus Malabaricus, the classical
treatise on the plant wealth of Kerala (which have been inspiration to world renowned botanist Carl Linnaes). The
first e-Book,Swathi Thirunal’s ‘Bhakthi Manajari’ was published in 2013. The department publishes around 20
books per year.

The UGC-Human Resource Development Centre: The UGC HRDC, University of Kerala (formerly Academic Staff
College) set  up  with  the  aid  of  UGC in 1987, offers specially designed in-service courses like Orientation
Programmes, Refresher Courses and Short-Term Courses for teachers of universities and colleges across the
country for capacity enhancement and knowledge upgradation. This HRDC  is adjudged as the top ranking
institution in the country for the last ten years in the matter of largest number of courses conducted and high
number of candidates participated.

The Centre for Adult & Continuing Education (CACEE): CACEE  aims  at  “further   education”   of the educated
for which it received UNESCO – NLM Award. The centre offers a wide variety of courses in collaboration with other
agencies to further continuing education.

Malayalam Lexicon: Malayalam Lexicon is one of the largest and greatest dictionaries in modern Indian languages.
The Lexicon department of the University has published nine volumes of the lexicon, running to nearby 9000 pages,
in an effort spanning half a century.

Academic Profile

University of Kerala offers 64 Programmes  through its Teaching and research Departments  under the Choice
Based Credit Semester system New Masters programmes initiated during the period 2020 -2022 include:

 M Com GBO

 M Com Blue Economy and Maritime Law

Major Highlights

University has had among its faculty members eminent scholars who were trained under legendary figures: like
Sir C.V. Raman’s student in  Dept.  of  Physics, Hans J. Eysenk’s (German Psychologist) student in Psychology,
Prof. S.R. Ranganathan’s student in Library Science, Pearson’s student in Department of Statistics and Prof.


