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MESSAGE

It is a worthy coincidence that the University of Kerala is bringing out
‘Bhakthimanjari’ the first publication under the famous Trivandrum Sanskrit
Series of the Oriental Research Institute and Manuscripts Library in eBook
Jormat. This year is the bicentenary of Maharaja Swathi Thirunal, the author of the
poetic work Bhakthimanjari. Swathi Thirunal was not only a poet and composer, but
also an administrator with great vision. He promoted modern Science and
Technology in Kerala in early 19 century. Thus, Bhakthimanjari in eBook format is
u fitting tribute to this great cultural icon and promoter of science. Il is my fervent
wish that we will be able to continue this synthesis of culture and technology in all
Sfacets of scholarly activities of the Oriental Research Institute and Manuscripts

Library.

Dr. K.M. ABRAHAM I.A.S.



PREFACE

Words are the powerful tool to win men. Prayer is the powerful medium to reach
God. Here, a prayer from the bottom of the heart of a great scholar -- Maharaja
Swathi Thirunal -- to Lord Mahavishnu in the form of a great literary work,
Bhakthimanjari, has been selected to be launched as the first eBook of the
University of Kerala.

Bhakthimanjari is treated as an important work of Maharaja Swathi Thirunal.
The book was edited by the eminent Sanskrit scholar Dr.T Ganapathi Sastri and
published by the Oriental Research Institute and Manuscripts Library, University
of Kerala, as the pioneer publication of Trivandrum Sanskrit Series (TSS} in
1904. Even after the centenary of its first publication, there are readers for it in
this modern era.

The invention of computer and its fast development has acted as a catalyst to the
printing and publication industry. The printing and production of books has
become better and easier. The tremendous growth of internet paved way for
eBooks. Now eBooks are very popular among the public especially in the younger
generation. At this juncture the Department of Publications, University of Kerala
is venturing into publication of eBooks, and as a pilot project we are publishing
the Bhakthimanjari of Maharaja Swathi Thirunal.

We are thankful to Dr. K. G. Sreelekha, Director, Oriental Research Institute and
Manuscripts Library, a proud Department of our University for enabling this
publication. We are greatly indebted to Dr. Achuthsankar S Nair, Head, Dept of
Computational Biology and Bioinformatics, University of Kerala and an inter-
disciplinary scholar, for his technological and scholarly support. We express our
sincere gratitude to the university authorities for the great patronage.

Joe Joseph
Director, Department of Publications



FOREWORD

The Oriental Manuscript Research Institute and Manuscripts Library is a proud
Department of the University of Kerala, and its roots predate the establishment
of the University (in 1937). A store house of the wisdom of our previous
generations, the library carefully preserves over 65000 manuscripts and
has done substantial work in the field of Indological studies. Bhakthimanjari
was the first work to be brought out under the famous Trivandrum Sanskrit
Series (TSS) in 1904. It was edited by Mahaamahopaadhyaaya Dr. T. Ganapathi
Sastri” (1860-1926) who was a internationally famed scholar. It may be
appropriate to quote a brief sketch of the great scholar made by V. Raghavan
(in Journal of the Travancore University Oriential Manuscripts Library, Vol.V,
NoZ2, April 1949}:

The late Ganapati Sastri was born in 1860 in the village of Taruvai in
Tirunelveli District, as the son of Ramasubbier, a scion of the family of the
celebrated Apayya Diksita. The young Sastri migrated to Trivandrum at
sixteen and studied under Subba Diksitar of Kadayam and Dharmadihikari
Karamarai Subrahmanya Sastri. Sri Visakham Tirunal appointed him keeper
of the Palace Sanskrit Library (Granthappura). Literary life was very keen and
enjoyable now with such outstanding scholars like Kerala Varma Valiya Koil
Tampuran, Elattur Ramasvami Sastri and others. In 1889 the Trivandrum
Sanskrit College was founded and Sastri, who was immediately appointed to
its staff, was soon promoted Headmaster, and then Principal, and he
continued to keep the charge of the Granthappura too. Taking a dominant
part in Sanskrit activities, Sri Ganapati Sastri produced during this time not
only many poems but also a number of text-books. Now arose a laudable
desire on the part of His Highness the Maharaja to re-vitralise Sanskrit studies
by collecting Sanskrit manuscripts and bringing to light new works. The series
of publications, later to become the well-known Trivandrum Sanskrit Series,
made an appropriate and auspicious start with the publication of the
Bhaktimanjari, the devotional hymn composed by the versatile royal author of
Travancore, H.H Svati Tirunal Maharaja. Starting in 1908 the work of
collecting manuscripts and publication of classics went on regularly. Nearly
1400 rare works were gathered and Ganapati Sastri himself edited no less
than 68 of them in the first 87 numbers of the Trivandrum Sanskrit Series,



each volume carrying his introductions as well. More than this, it is his
discovery of the so-called Bhasa plays that made Sastri world-famous. He
discovered these thirteen plays, identified them as works of the Bhasa praised
by Kalidasa, published them with commentaries, and took the scholarly world
but storm as it were; and, when opposition arose and gathered strength
against his identification, he stoutly faced the criticism and answered them
elaborately and was able to keep on his side able advocates like A.B. Keith. In
1918, he was invited to preside over the All India Sanskrit Conference at
Allahabad. In the same year, the Government of India honored him with the
title of ‘Mahamahopadhyaya’. In 1920 took place a rather rare function in his
honour. Representative Oriental scholars from the American Oriental Society,
Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland and the Society Asiatique of
France met in Paris and presented an address to Sastri praising his
contribution to research. Among the signatories to this address were veteran
Orientalists like Macdonnel, Keith, Pargiter, Thomas, Grierson, Barnett,
Rapson, Emile Senart, Sylvain Levi, Louis Finot, Jules Bloc, Bloomfied, Norman
Bown and Lanman. Sastri was also now elected Honorary Member of the
Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britian and Ireland. In 1924, the Tubingen
University honoured him with a Doctorate Degree. In 1925 Dr. Sastri retired
from active service, and passed away on 3r¢ April 1926.

The Oriental Manuscript Research Institute and Manuscripts Library is very
proud to bring to the public, this work of the a great composer and poet, edited
by yet another great scholar, in a format that is in true with the times. It is a
matter of additional joy that this republication marks the birth bicentenary of
Swathi Thirunal. The Mansucripts library itself has its roots in the desire of
Swathi Thirunal to collect manuscripts which was triggered by the gifts he
received from Pandit Shankarnath Joshi from Lahore.

Dr K G Sreelekha
Director, Oriental Manuscript Research Institute and Manuscripts Library
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PREFACE.

Under command of His Gracious Highness the Maharajah,
Devanagari branch was recently opened in the Government
rinting Pross here, mainly for the purpose of publishing

he auncient and hitherto unprinted Sanskrit works in the
‘alaco Library ; and the editing of these works was gracious-
enlrusted to me.

Wken work was accordingly about tn be commenced,
L. R. Ry. Kerala Varma AvL o~ 1, Valia Koil Tampuran,
charge of the Palace Library, suggested that it would be
ppropriate to hegin with the work, “Bhaktimanjari”
wiwawd ), and His Highness gladly approved of the sugges-
ion as tho work is a composition of His Highness' Grand-
nclo, H. I1. Rama Varma Swati Tirunial Kulasekhara Perumal,
nd also becausc it relates to the praise of Iis Highness'
ouschold Deity, Sri Padmanabha,  The work has according-
ly been taken up first for publication.

This work, Bhaktimanjari (ufwawd ), though not so
nuch known as the rest of the Royal poet’s literary works,
’yas luckily not Jost ; and what is still more fortunate, the oniy
"unnuscrim copy at present available happens to be in the
andwriting of the author himself. I have examined th.e
aanuscript carefully, and edited the work \\'il]:\ a few elu.cl-
}utory notes heve and there.  On account of his \'enemtnctn
nr tho author and kindness towards me, tho learned Valia
Foil Tampuran, whose suggestions command grex'\t respect
_jrom me, has gono through the work from .bagmmng to end
fnd given me the benofit of his valuable advice.

This work mostly resembles the Navayaniya (wmmE in o
fautshell) of tho poet, Narayana Bbatta of Kerala, It is



divided into ten Satakas, each Sataka heing composed in a
different metre and the same metre being kept up throughout
cach Sataka, cxcept in the eighth and tenth. The very name
Bhaktimanjari ( #fwrsdt) plainly indicates the subjeet witl,
which the book deals. The Royal poet begins with a prayen
to the Deity for the infusion of Devotion (3wR), and after,
pointing in the first four Satakas, by applying the test of
reason and appealing (o authority and the Puranic stories, it
towering promincace among the means of altaining the
“objects of life’ (ggmd ), he clssities Devotion (w8 ) at th
end of the fourth Sataka into nine kinds.

! U @R T aEA g |
¥ a8 gewega! PRe wa-
& qan g qE R AR I (4-100)

The first five of these ave dealt with in their order, i
detail in Satakas five to nine; and the remaining four i
the tenth and last Saiaka, where the work closes, as
began, with a heartfelt prayer to the Ahuighty that sue
devotion (#fw ) may be vouchsafed to him.

The matters contained in this work have all bee!
abstracted from Bhagavata, Vishnupurana and like work
and are treated here, some briefly and others at length
The work is remarkable for the expressivencess and sweetne: -
ofathe language gencrally wsed, (he flowing nature of t1:
style employed, and the case and naturalness of the figur
of speech found throughout, which are quite*in keeping wi
the sense of devotion (fe ) with which the work is replet

The author, who was born under the auzpices of th
star Swati io the month of Mesha, 988 M. L. (1813 A. D.’
was the son of Mer Highuess Lakshmi Runce, the the:




'Fovm'eign of Travancore. Ag there was no male heir at the
ime in the Royal line, aml as the right to sovercignty
therefore acerued to the author while yet in the mother's womb,
htis Highness is generally spoken as misftary, (Garbhasriman).
Losing his Royal mother at the carly ago of two, tho author
was brought up by hix aunt, Parvati Ranee, tho then Regent
nd his father, the well known Rajah Rajah Varma Valia
Koil Tampuran, of Changanaseri; and under this wholesome
raining he grew into a nable prince of high attainments.  His
‘ighness’ knowledge of languages extended to Malayalam,
;’nnskrit, Foglish, Mahratti, I'clugu, Kanavese, Tamil, and
Zindustani.  The Maharajah also acquired proficiency in
Ywsic (@@ ) and poetry (afgm). By association with the
tritish Residents, his tutor Mr. Subba Rao who was afterwards
‘p beeeme his Dew

and Dix father and other worthy clders,
ided in no small degree by his watural genius, tho author

s able to acquire knowledge of ahigh order in the art of
mned charge of
e State trom the Regent. Magnanimity of - chavactor,

‘:uvcrnmunl, and at his sixteonth year he

»urage, generosity, determination of will, rvighteousness and
ympathy, all these qualities revealed - themselves in His
' ighness even in boyheod. There i no neceessity to des-
1 Iy imagined, how brightly the Maha-
fah with (he extensive knowledge he possessed, must bave
ade these qualities shine in him after The ascended  the

ybe, as it can be cas

cone.  ven now the magnanimous deeds of this sovereign
c'ol'lcn ardently admired and praised by the people.  The
(aharajah did not survive his (hirty-fourth yeav of age.
was after he assumed the responsibility of Government
at the Royal author composed his famous works. Itis
Jeed a matter for admiration, that this great king, by
int of his genius, was able in spite of his short Iii:cf to ﬂ.cqnirc
nowledge of various arts and to find opportunities, in the
lidst of the cares of the Stale which he governed so well,

or the composition of many works which have acquired for

Fim his literary fame




The following are his works:—

1. QRIEARIIEHH, ( Padmanabha Sataka )

2. WIWW- ( Syanandurapwra Varnana
Prabandha.)

3. MBI, ( Ajamilopakhyana.)

4. FISWGEH ( Kuchelopakhyoua.)
5, ﬂ'lﬁaiﬁ?&ﬂﬁ (Sangeetha Keertana,
in Sanskrit, Telugu and other h\ngnagu)
8. W. (Cteava Varnuna Prabandba,
in o mixtaro of Sanskrit and Malayalam.)
7. WREAHA ( Bhaktimanjnri.)
Of these, T conjecture, Bhaktimanjari (wwsd) wi;
composed towards the close of the anthor’s life. Prob'\l-“t
ihat is the reason why I[lis Ilighness had not found oppc 3
tunity to give it the publicity which the rest of his w ol"
had attained even in his lifetime.  His Highness’ nmsu.'
compositions are treated with regard and esteem ceven
other countries.

This work, Bhaktimanjavi (wfeared) which is "/%
printed and published, deserves appreciation not only
account of our regard for poetry, and csteem for the auth
but also because of the exalted nature of the subject (l !
with in it.

«

Trivanérum} }

29th June, 1904, TI. GANAPATI SASTRI.

¢ A commentary of this work Ly the fathor of 1834 Wighnens the present Maharagy —
crtant,
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